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BRIEY EISTORY OF BOARD OF PUELIC WORKS, CITY SURVEYORB, '' . AL RE: -RENCK
VE STREET SUPERINTENDENTS and CITY EXGINEERS in the  sdraRTMinI

City of Les Angeles since 1BY2 to 9/1/1983,

On Marech 20, 1872 the City Couneil ereated & Board ef Publie Works eonsisting of
§ eouncilmen appointed by the Ceuncil, with the Mayer &s an ex-officie member and the

City Clerk as secretary.

On April 5, 1872 John Goldsworthy was @esignated as Burveyer asd Eagineer 1
a suecessor eeuld be slested and gualified, to &0 surveying and enginesring, ans
and estimates and Xeep as public records his purveys, motes, prefiles and meps.

On April 15, 1872 Jasper Baboock was appointed as Saiperintendsnt ef Birests md
highways, $0 perve at the pleasure of the Counsil, but wnder orders of beth the Board

of Publiec Works and the City Counell.

On Octeber X1, 18Y2 the office of Burveyor and Mngineer was abdolished, and en
Fobruary 20, 1873 the office of Street Buperintendent and City Surveyor(Engineer) was
made appointive by the Mayor and Council, subject e their erders and to those of the
Board of Pybliec Works, The Office of Bireet Buypt. md Oity Burveyor(Engineer) was so
o-binodf pointive until December 11, 1879 whem the first City Mngineer (3till salled
Surveyor )was appointed in acoordanse with the provisions ef the Charter ef 1878 (Appreoved
by the Governor on March 30, 1878). The City Burveye r{ Kngineer) still included the eof-
fiece of Btreet Bupt. until April 18, 1883 when a separate effice of Superintendent of

Streets was ereated, to be appointed by the 01 W Couneil.

The follewing are the numes o¢f the City Engineers, and Btreet Superintendents, %Ye-
gether with dates of appointment or electiom during the time these offioces were separate

and later ecombined into eme: Appeinted
Appointed er
CITY XNCINEXR Xlected:  STREET SUPERINTENDENT ___er Kleeted,
J. . Jackson, Dea. 11.
. daskson,
55:'{. ‘}nahon,
Geo ., m.m'
¢. €. Knax, E. H. Boyd, Ap. Dec, 15, 1883
é. C, Xnox, Geo., H, Pike, , Ap, Dec. 16, 1884
Fred Raton, Ceo. H. m.. ‘p- Dec, ED, 1885
Fred Xaton, Geo, H, Pike, Ap. Dec, 20, 1866
", rl I-llhil. Je m. ‘p- Jun, ’. 1888
John M, hldﬂn. ‘p-' Mar, RO, 1888
. :l 'l m. ‘Pl MI “' m

The Charter of 1889, approved by the voters on Oct, 28, 1888, by the Legislature oa
Jan, 23, 1889 anmd the Governmor on Jan, 51, 1889 provided that the City Enginser and Street

Superintendents be sldcotive offices, term of office B years, as follows:

J. H, Mkn!.lir. Xl, Dees. 1. 1800 ¥, X. Morford, Kl., Feb, ll. 1889
4+ He Mkuihr. Xl, Des, B. 18902 K., H, B‘Itmm. K. Dec. 1' 1890
0. 8, Coxpten, R, Deoc. 3, 18% D, A, Watson, K., Dec, B, 1892
:p H, M“ll.r. X, "DOO. _’. 1896 P, A, Hﬁm‘. ., bes, '. 1894
Y. H, Olmstend, Xi, Des, B, 1898 ‘Fohn H, Drein, X, Dea, 7, 1896
Harry ¥, Btafford, KXi. Dees, 3, 1900 John H. Dred n, Kl, Desc. U5, 1508
Harry ¥, ﬂtlﬂ'orﬂ. Kl, Des. 1. 1902 Rugh J, MoOuire, Kl, Des, 8, 1900
Harry | at‘ffﬁfd. K, M "’-m . R, '"‘h. . K. *M- 1. 1902

| | Jumes Hanlay, Kl, Dec., 8, 1904

{Effective lst Monday in January 1906) - .

The Charter Amendmants of 1900 Arested the department of Publiec Works, The Board of
Public Works took ever the Quties and was the suoccessor of the Street Superintendent, mnd
$0 1t was assigned all wark formerly handled by the Counecil, Mayor eor any ecommission in
connestion with bids, eontracts, dond fund work and assessments on sewer, drein and street
{improvements. It had oharge of the design, construction end maintenance of streets, sewers,
storm &rainsand eity-owned 'lmilﬂi_'n‘sl; disposal of gardbage, sewage and street refuse; apd all
publie utilities owned, eontralleéd or operated by the «ity, except waterworky, %he Street
Buperintendent was made inspeotor .of pudllec ¥orks. The City #ugineer was placed under the
Board uatil the first Mondsy iz Januvary, 1907, at which $ims the Board was required to
appoint t0 such position a eivil enginesr of mot 1less than § years' professional exper-

fence. Bush sppointes received sa enmual pemmeration of §5,000, and served at the
Plessure of the Bosrd, {Contixued)



It will thus be seen that the eoffices of City Engineer(Burveyor) and Street
Superintendent were separate sad distinet from April 18, 18683 until merged under the
Roewd of Publie Works secording $0 the Charter Amendments of 1908, which becams effes-
tive the first Monday im 1906, Thersafter these two orgmizations funetioned under
the City Xngineer, appointed by the Board of Publie Works, From 1906 %0 date the fel-
lowing City Xngineers have held offiee under the Board of Publie Works appointments,
Harry 7, Stafford, the elected $deumbdent at the $ime of establishing the Board of Pud-
1i¢ Works, was retained until his death, as indieated delem:

Neme of City Sngineer Term of Office RemarXs
Harry ¥, Stafferd, Xl, Dea, B, 1904 torIE-IJm Died F}‘I;a
Homer Hamlin Ap., Aug, 9, 1904 to July 10,1917

A, O, Hansen, Ap. July 11,1917 to Feb, 9, 1920 Died 2/9/20
R, W, Btewart (Aeting) Ap, Feb, 10,1920 to Mar, X1, 1920 (Asting City Mogr)

- Johm A, Oriffin Ap, Mar, 28, 1920 %o Oct, 18, 1924
X Dept
H. A, Van Norman Ap. Oct, 16, 1924 to Aug, 19, 1925 (L.,of A,fm ll'ur/;
John C, Shaw Ap, Augs 20, 19285 to Jan, 15, 1930
J. I, Jessup, Ap, Jan, 16, 1930 te Sug;.Bl, 1933
Lloyd Aldrieh  Ap. Bepts 1, 1933 te (Present in qmbext.
(Appointed to serve as Bn_ur Deputy City aagineer for g“’t' _fg

the Month of August 1933)



Your

1915
1914
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1928
1926
192y

1

28.00
208,21
337,92
351,10
36204
363,44
385,78
368,17
366468

391,65

406,98
410.77

420,88
434, X2

¢ Original City insorporated

1,300,000 ll"i )

HOTRe~ Area is taken from Inginser®s Ammual ipert,

Population iz taken from report of Charder of Comeroe,
Tax rete is faxen from Controller®s Amnual Repors.

1.28
1,56
i.ad

1.854
1,83

B

Assessed Yaluation is taken from Controller®s Annual Repert.



